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The fast disappearing Muslim in the Indian republic

We must confront the following terrifying fact

Nissim Mannathukkaren

In a democracy, the
majority of the citizens is
capable of exercising the most
cruel oppressions upon the
minority. —Edmund Burke. As
the nation celebrates the
Republic's 69th year, the one
dangerous trend that is
becoming solidified since 2014
is the political invisibilisation of
the Muslim, by denying the
significant minority any political
space. This is key to the
Hindutva project of Hindu
majoritarianism and the
othering of the Muslim in every
social sphere.

While the egregious
attacks against Muslims (and
Dalits) in the form of
lynchings/killings have
garnered expected outrage,
including abroad — the New
York Times, for example, has
written an unprecedented 16
editorials since May 2014
against the Modi government's
embrace of religious
extremism, intolerance and the
curbing of freedoms — what is
not so obvious is the slow
elimination of Muslim political
representation.

Unlike physical
attacks against Muslims, this
political cleansing is insidious
for it is executed through
perfectly “legitimate” and
“democratic” methods. After
all, people might ask, what is
democracy other than the
enforcement of the will of the
majority? The answer is that
Hindutva's electoral majority
does not want Muslims to be
politically represented. This is
what Alexis de Tocqueville

"

called the “tyranny of majority’
as early as the 19th century.
The last four years
have seen a terrifying
demonstration of this tyranny in
action. In the 2014 elections,
the BJP came to power without
a single elected Muslim MP —in
any case it had fielded only
seven Muslims (5 in J & K and
Bengal alone) out of a total of
482 candidates. The total
Muslim representation in
Parliament fell to 4%, the
lowest since 1957. Muslims
constitute 19.2% of the Uttar
Pradesh population, that is
about 4.3 crore people, as big
as the population of Argentina.
Yet, the BIJP did not field a
single Muslim candidate in the
2017 Assembly elections, which
it swept with 312 seats out of
403. Muslim representation
drastically fell from 17.1 % to
5.9% in the UP Assembly. In
Assam, (where the Muslim
population is 34.2%), the BIP
has one Muslim MLA out of 61.
In Bihar and Jharkhand (16.9%
and 14.5% Muslim population,
respectively), the BIJP has no
Muslim MLAs. In Maharashtra
(11.54% Muslim population),
the BJP won with 122 MLAs and
fielded one Muslim, who lost.
Since Narendra Modi
became Gujarat chief minister
in 2002, the BJP has not fielded
a single Muslim candidate
either in the Lok Sabha or
Assembly Elections. If the
Muslim representation in
Gujarat Assembly was 6.6% in
1980 (when the Muslim
population was 9.67%), the
political cleansing ensured that
it is only 1.6% now. The

effectiveness of the strategy is
that even the Congress Party
does not dare utter the word
'Muslim' in Gujarat. All this
leads to the following terrifying
fact: Of the 1418 BJP MLAs now
in the country, there are only
four Muslims. That is 0.28% of
the population, when the
Muslim population is 14.2%.
The exclusion is simply
staggering. In a comparative
perspective, in November
2014, non-BIP ruled states had
300 Muslim MLAs, representing
13% of the total MLA
population.

The BIP's bogey of
“Muslim appeasement” is worth
examining, in the armed forces,
judiciary, police and civil
services, as well as in politics.
Muslim representation in
Parliament in the Congress-
dominant era of 1952-1977
ranged between 2% and 7%.
The highest representation was
in 1980; even then it touched
only 10%, less than the overall
Muslim population. In UP,
Muslim representation in the
Assembly ranged between
5.9% to 9.5% in the period
1951-1977, much less than its
population. Only as late as 2012
did it touch 17.1%, but again
fell short of its overall
population share. Even in Bihar,
where the so-called “secular”
Congress and Janata
Dal/Rashtriya Janata Dal
parties have been accused of
pandering to Muslims, the
highest representation was
only 10.46% in 1985, when the
state's Muslim population was
16.9%. So let us not delude
ourselves that the BJIP is

rectifying historical injustices
against the majority community
by reducing the representation
of Muslims. The argument that
the BJP does not field Muslims
because it cannot find “winning
Muslim candidates” is just
another devious one. More
deceptive is the claim the BJP is
duty-bound to protect the
interests of Muslim women who
voted for it in large numbers in
the UP elections, a claim which
is not factual. (A question: if the
BJP is the champion of Muslim
women, why does it not field
them in elections?) In order to
deepen democracy, it is
imperative that the most
marginalized and oppressed
get representation. The first
step then would be to recognize
that there are no monolithic
majorities and minorities.

The raison d'étre of
the Hindutva project is to deny
the oppressive and hideous
reality of caste and class and
build a monolithic Hindu
community which is deeply
iniquitous in practice. Recent
events from Una to Bhima
Koregaon demonstrate that.
Although unlike towards the
Muslim, the BIP is willing to
make some symbolic gestures
towards Dalits. Truth is, the
Muslim community is itself
deeply riven by caste and class.
Thus, the Ashrafs (the forward
castes among Muslims, who
constitute only 15-20% of the
population) have been the
overwhelming beneficiary of
communal politics and its small
gains at the expense of the
Pasmandas (backward and
Dalit Muslim castes). In the UP

: Of the 1386 BIP MLAs now in the country, there are only four Muslims.

Assembly of the last two
decades, as Gilles Verniers
shows, the Ashrafs cornered
70% of MLA positions. The BIP
is ruling 19 of the 29 states at
the present, but has Muslim
representatives in only three
states. It has made “Congress
Mukt Bharat” its rallying cry.
But what is immediately
manifest is the march towards
a “Muslim Mukt Bharat.” The
terrifying denouement of this
will be especially catastrophic
for the Pasmanda Muslim, who
is subject to the “double-bind”
of religious as well as caste
discrimination, and who
continues to remain on the
margins of the nation's socio-
economic and cultural life.

A democracy will
become brittle when its
minorities are systematically
subject to a political apartheid
and denied political
representation. Certainly, no
democracy can be a real
democracy when its oppressed
castes and classes are pitted
against each other on the basis
of religion.

N i s s i m
Mannathukkaren is Chair in the
Department of International
Development Studies at
Dalhousie University in Halifax,
Canada.

http://indianexpress.
com/article/opinion/the-fast-
disappearing-muslim-in-the-
indian-republic-bjp-mla-hindu-
saffron-religion-5034205/
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India's richest 1% corner 73% of wealth generation: Survey

DAVOS: The richest
1% in India cornered 73% of
the wealth generated in the
country last year, a new survey
showed today, presenting a
worrying picture of rising
income inequality. Besides, 67
crore Indians comprising the
population's poorest half saw
their wealth rise by just 1%, as
per the survey released by the
international rights group
Oxfam hours before the start of
the annual congregation of the
rich and powerful from across
the world in this resort town.

The situation appears
even more grim globally, where
82% of the wealth generated
last year worldwide went to the
1%, while 3.7 billion people
that account for the poorest
half of population saw no
increase in their wealth. Last
year's survey+ had showed
that India's richest 1% held a
huge 58% of the country's total
wealth — higher than the
global figure of about 50%.
This year's survey also showed
that the wealth of India's
richest 1% increased by over
Rs 20.9 lakh crore during 2017
— an amount equivalent to
total budget of the central

government in 2017-18, Oxfam
India said. The report titled
'Reward Work, Not Wealth',
Oxfam said, reveals how the
global economy enables
wealthy elite to accumulate
vast wealth even as hundreds
of millions of people struggle to
survive on poverty pay. "2017
saw an unprecedented increase
in the number of billionaires, at
a rate of one every two days.
Billionaire wealth has risen by
an average of 13 per cent a year
since 2010 six times faster than
the wages of ordinary workers,
which have risen by a yearly
average of just 2 per cent," it
said.

In India, it will take
941 years for a minimum wage
worker in rural India to earn
what the top paid executive ata
leading Indian garment firm
earnsin a year, the study found.
In the US, it takes slightly over
one working day for a CEO to
earn what an ordinary worker
makes in a year, it added. Citing
results of the global survey of
70,000 people surveyed in 10
countries, Oxfam said it
demonstrates a groundswell of
support for action on inequality
and nearly two-thirds of all

respondents think the gap
between the rich and the poor
needs to be urgently
addressed. With Prime Minister
Narendra Modi attending the
WEF meeting in Davos, Oxfam
India urged the Indian
government to ensure that the
country's economy works for
everyone and not just the
fortunate few. It asked the
government to promote
inclusive growth by
encouraging labour-intensive
sectors that will create more
jobs; investing in agriculture;
and effectively implementing
the social protection schemes
that exist.

Oxfam also sought
sealing of the "leaking wealth
bucket" by taking stringent
measures against tax evasion
and avoidance, imposing
higher tax on super-rich and
removing corporate tax breaks.
The survey respondents in
countries like the US, UK and
India also favoured 60 per cent
pay cut for CEOs. The key
factors driving up rewards for
shareholders and corporate
bosses at the expense of
workers' pay and conditions,
Oxfam said, include erosion of

workers' rights; excessive
influence of big business over
government policy- making;
and the relentless corporate
drive to minimise costs in order
to maximise returns to
shareholders.About India, it
said the country added 17 new
billionaires last year, taking the
total number to 101. The Indian
billionaires' wealth increased to
over Rs 20.7 lakh crore —
increasing during last year by
Rs 4.89 lakh crore, an amount
sufficient to finance 85 per cent
of the all states' budget on
health and education. It also
said India's top 10 per cent of
population holds 73 per cent of
the wealth and 37 per cent of
India's billionaires have
inherited family wealth. They
control 51 per cent of the total
wealth of billionaires in the
country.

Oxfam India CEO
Nisha Agrawal said it is
alarming that the benefits of
economic growth in India
continue to concentrate in
fewer hands."The billionaire
boom is not a sign of a thriving
economy but a symptom of a
failing economic system. Those
working hard, growing food for

the country, building
infrastructure, working in
factories are struggling to fund
their child's education, buy
medicines for family members
and manage two meals a day.
The growing divide
undermines democracy and
promotes corruption and
cronyism," she said. The
survey also showed that
women workers often find
themselves at the bottom of
the heap and nine out of 10
billionaires are men. In India,
there are only four women
billionaires and three of them
inherited family wealth.

"It would take around 17.5
days for the best paid executive
at a top Indian garment
company to earn what a
minimum wage worker in rural
India will earn in their lifetime
(presuming 50 years at work),"
Oxfam said.

https://timesofindia.i
ndiatimes.com/business/india-
business/indias-richest-1-
corner-73-of-wealth-
generation -
survey/articleshow/62598222.
cms
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Wealty with difference

Dr. Udit Raj

Recently Oxfam
has released a report
declaring that 1%
Indians own 73%
wealth and also
indicated that the
number of Billionaires
has been steady fast. On
one hand wealth of rich
people has increased at
the rate of 13% since
2010 and on other hand
increase in the wages is
at 2%. The increase in
the wealth of Billionaires
is 20.09 lac crores which
is almost equivalent to
Government of India
budget. What is startling
in the growth of Indian
Billionaires is to be seen
in the context that what
is their contribution to
the well being of the
people of the country.

What is
baffling is that India
ranks behind Pakistan
and Bangladesh. The
Inclusive Development
Index (IDI) has 3 pillars;
growth and
development; inclusion
and; intergenerational
equity — sustainable
stewardship of natural
and financial resources.
In this prospect India
Ranks at 62 vis-a-vis
Pakistan is at 47th place.
The countries which are
among top five are
Lithuania, Hungary,
Azerbaijan, Latvia and
Poland. Those countries
are even better than us
in the realm of inclusive
development index like
Mali, Uganda, Rwanda,
Burundi, Ghana,
Ukraine, Serbia,
Philippines, Indonesia,
Iran, Macedonia,
Mexico, Thailand and
Malaysia etc. If GDP is

the indication of sum
total pf production of
goods and services then
inclusive development is
to well being of common
people and better
future,

The classes
of rich and poor exist in
almost all countries, but
our rich and wealthy
persons contribution is
not the same as of other
countries. No doubt
growth in the wealth in
any manner of any
individual and corporate
house helps the
economy to grow but
question is that whether
these people intend to
do some welfare
activities or not. Rich
people and corporate
houses in the Europe
and America have major
contribution in invention
and the development of
technology. On the
contrary in India this
onus is completely on
the shoulder of
government. About
95% of the technology
employed by us are
invented outside of the
country. We don't find
any example in India
that of Harvard
University, Oxford and
Yale University which
were initiated and
developed by private
sector.

The
community which is
constantly engaged for
the care of 4"
generation, it is not
possible that that stock
of population will ever
be available for others.
In developed countries
sons and daughters and
grand children are not
dependent on parents

once they attain the age
of 14 and 16 years. No
matter how much rich
the family is, the
children attaining the
age of about 16 become
independent to support
their needs. One can
imagine that the worries
and protection of two
generation are enough
to consume the
maximum wealth and
fourth generation that is
to find the place in
heaven or buy the
favour form gods and
goddesses a huge
amount of money is
spentin rituals, offerings
etc. Rituals and religious
activities can be
performed without
being extravagant and
wealth saved can be
utilised for health,
education and
employment. There are
people who start
accumulating the wealth
for marriage since the
birth of their daughter.
The huge expenditure is
involved in performance
of engagements and
marriages etc and it is
one time expenditure
and there is no chance of
getting it multiplied as it
happens in case of
education, health,
business and other
commercial activities.
Not only common
people get the
employment, but

employment is also
created.

Quite a few
wealthy people do not
hesitate to avoid the
taxes and accumulate
black money. A new
trend has emerged very
fast that our millionaires
and billionaires are
parking their money in
other countries and they
always try to build
houses in properties in
other countries. A huge
amount of wealth and
money is stashed out of
India. Hardly we can see
around a few
philanthropists from
wealthy class who
donate without
attachment. Billionaires
in developed countries
mostly part away their
wealth and income by
the end of their life and
we have examples like
Bill Gates and Warren
Buffett. Bill Gates has
announced to leave very
meagre amount to their
children. Corporate
houses of other
countries differ from
ours that they earn profit

by inventing the
technology and doing
researches like Bill
Gates invented
Windows Software,
Zucker Berg invented
Facebook and Steve
Jobs invented Apple
products. Ours is the
only society where tall
claims are always made
that wealth is root cause
of attachment,
selfishness and craving
but in action the position
is quite contrary. It is
very sad that the
government solely
shoulders the
responsibility of social
development. If a
private sector has
contribution in
production of wealth, in
giving job opportunities
but that is not
intentional, rather it is
by default. One does not
understand why there is
so much craving for the
wealth knowing the fact
that no one departs the
world with wealth.
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contribution regularly.
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(Appeal to the Reeaders

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through bank draft in favour of
“Justice Publication” at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in
Publication’ Punjab National Bank account no.
0636000102165381 branch Janpath, New Delhi
under intimation to use by email or telephone or by
letter. Sometimes, it might happen that don't receive
the Voice of Buddha. In that case kindly write to us and
also check up with the post office. As we are facing
financial crisis to run it, you all are requested to send the
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